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years ecclesiastical causes were left for decision by the Order,
but judicial decisions gradually brought them within the
jurisdiction of the civil courts. In ecclesiastical, as in lay affairs,
British law supplanted Burmese custom, the last vestige of a
monastic autonomy disappeared, and with them the only
effective machinery for regulating admission to the Order and
expelling disreputable members."1

The years that followed were to see the gradual disinte-
gration of the Order, and the monks, who had at one time
been the cultural leaders of the people, tended to become,
though with many notable exceptions, an ignorant, disorderly
class, preaching sedition and creating unrest.

3Op. at.3 p. 200.